
Page 15 – Exercise 6

Open answer.

Page 16 – Exercise 7

2 fire/fireplace   3 table   4 plate   
5 knife   6 fork   7 glass   8 candle    
9 picture   10 rug   11 chair   12 pillow

Page 17 – Exercise 8

Possible answer:
Dear Susan,
What a coincidence that you ask me
about children just now. A little girl
has just arrived here who I must look
after – at least for now. Her name is
Mary Lennox and she is Mr Craven’s
niece. She lived in India but both her
parents died during a terrible
epidemic. Mr Craven, of course, could
not abandon his sister’s child.
In any case, she is an extremely
unpleasant little girl. Completely
spoilt! Generally I like children but
this one seems to me to be from
another world. She doesn’t even
seem English. I hope a real governess
will come soon because I do not like
looking after her. 
Yours sincerely
Mrs Medlock

Page 17 – Exercise 9

A 6   B 4   C 8   D 5   E 7   F 1   G 3   H 2

India
Page 20 – Exercise 1

Order and possible sentences:
C Mogul – The Moguls were Muslim

people from Mongolian and
Turkish origins who came to India.

D East India Company – This was
the name of the most powerful
trading company in India.

G Indian Mutiny – The Indian
soldiers who worked for the East
India Company tried to rebel in
1857 but did not succeed.

E Hindi – The Indian language of
most speakers.

A Victoria – She was made the
Empress of India in 1877.

F Ghandi – Mahatma Gandhi
started a peaceful campaign for
independence in 1920.

B Pakistan – The name of one of the
two states created from India in
1947.

Chapter Two
Page 21 – Exercise 1

1 C   2 A   3 C   4 B   5 C   6 C

Page 27 – Exercise 1

1 A   2 A   3 A   4 B – He did not seem
particularly pleased to see Mary.   
5 A   6 A   7 A   8 A   9 B – She asked
the robin if it wanted to be her friend.
10 A

Page 27 – Exercise 2

1 That she was unpleasant and not
good-looking.

2 Embarrassed.
3 Like an old woman.
4 Like a real child.

Page 28 – Exercise 3

1 carrot/pea/potato/turnip/swede/
runner bean

2 oak/elm/ash/sycamore/plane
3 rose/pansy/daisy/sunflower/

buttercup/carnation

Page 29 – Exercise 4

1 hard   2 strong   3 well   4 good   
5 large   6 empty   7 ugly   8 happy   
9 wonderful   10 wild
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READING & TRAINING

Frances Hodgson Burnett
Page 7 – Exercise 1

1 False – Britain controlled all of
India.

2 True
3 True
4 False – British children were

looked after by Indian nannies.
5 False – Things were very similar

for rich families.
6 False – They saw their parents

only for a short time each day.
7 False – There were usually many

more children.
8 False – Poor families lived in

houses with only one or two
bedrooms.

9 True
10 False – They left school to earn

money to buy food and clothes for
the family.

Page 7 – Exercise 2

1 C   2 A   3 D   4 E   5 B

Chapter One
Page 8 – Exercise 1

1 B   2 C   3 B   4 A   5 A   6 A

Page 13 – Exercise 1

1 D   2 A   3 A   4 B   5 D   6 B

Page 14 – Exercise 2

Open answers.

Page 14 – Exercise 3

mean – generous
rich – poor
plain – pretty
clever – stupid
hard-working – lazy
good – bad
old – young
happy – sad

Page 14 – Exercise 4

Open answers.

Page 15 – Exercise 5

1 work   2 parties   3 she wanted   
4 unpleasant   5 dead   6 nine

The Secret
Garden

Frances Hodgson Burnett
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Chapter Three
Page 29 – Exercises 1-2

1 NO – It was Mrs Craven’s.
2 YES
3 YES
4 NO – She was bored because she

had nothing to do.
5 YES
6 YES

Page 37 – Exercise 1

1 Mr and Mrs Craven.
2 A servant.
3 She shouted at Mary, and told her

to go back to her room.
4 She was good-natured and hard-

working.
5 Because she did not like herself.
6 The key to the locked garden.
7 The wind blew the ivy to one side.
8 Because she was afraid that she

would then be forbidden to go
there.

Page 37 – Exercise 2

1 She is becoming stronger. She is
less pale.

2 She is sorry for her uncle. It shows
that she is learning to think about
other people.

3 She wonders how Martha’s mother
could buy it since she has so little
money. Again, this shows us that
she is beginning to think of other
people and not just herself.

Page 37 – Exercise 3

1 It was overgrown and untidy but
plants were beginning to grow.

2 She was spoilt and unpleasant.
3 Because nobody has looked after it

for ten years.
4 Because nobody concerned

themselves with giving Mary a
good upbringing for ten years: she

had physical comforts, but nobody
who loved her and taught her
about life.

5 She has met Martha and she has
made friends with Ben and the
robin. Also, she is outside all the
time doing something she likes.

6 Because Mary is looking after it by
pulling up the weeds.

7 She thinks it is the loveliest and
most mysterious place she has
ever seen.

8 They both probably realise that ‘a
spoilt child’ is a child that isn’t
receiving proper care, and that if
Mary has proper care she too will
become a pleasant and happy little
girl. In other words, despite her
outward appearance Martha likes
Mary.

Page 38 – Exercise 4

1 Do you see   2 is not working   
3 understand   4 are you doing   
5 is singing   6 feels   7 skips   
8 is pulling   9 want   10 do you do

Page 39 – Exercise 5

1 is going   2 is eating   3 is going   
4 is meeting   5 is putting on

British Gardens
Page 43 – Exercise 1

1 London has more green spaces
than any other city of its size in
the world.

2 They show different fashions of
gardens from different periods.

3 The fashion for British gardens
was more natural while gardens in
France, Italy and Spain were very
organised.

4 It became fashionable to plant a
lot of colourful flowers near to
each other in flowerbeds.

5 A lot of grass; natural-looking
lakes; flowerbeds with lots of
flowers.

6 Gardening programmes are very
popular both on the radio and
television.

7 The Nationals Gardens Scheme is
where more than 3,000 British
people open their gardens to the
public and the money received is
given to charity.

8 The Chelsea Flower Show is the
most famous flower show in the
world.

Page 43 – Exercise 2 

Open answers.

INTERNET PROJECT

Open answers.

Chapter Four
Page 44 – Exercise 1

1 A   2 B   3 C   4 C   5 B   6 B

Page 49 – Exercise 1

1 A   2 C   3 C   4 B   5 A   6 D

Page 50 – Exercise 2

1 may    2 so pleased   3 you don’t go
4 he goes away   5 when

Page 50 – Exercise 3

1 A   2 A   3 A   4 D   5 B   6 B   7 D   8 B
9 A   10 B

Chapter Five
Page 52 – Exercise 1

1 A   2 A   3 C   4 B   5 C   6 B

Page 57 – Exercise 1

1 ‘Because I am afraid that people
will see me.’

2 Because people would stare at him.

3 Because his mother died when he
was born.

4 Because his father locked the
secret garden ten years ago, when
Colin was born.

5 Because she thought that Colin
would tell someone.

Page 57 – Exercise 2

1 Mary was Mr Craven’s niece.  
Mary was his niece. 
Mr Craven was Mary’s uncle.  
Mr Craven was her uncle.

2 Mrs Lennox was Colin’s aunt.  
Mrs Lennox was his aunt.
Colin was Mrs Lennox’s nephew.  
Colin was her nephew.

3 Mr Craven was Colin’s father.  
Mr Craven was his father.
Colin was Mr Craven’s son.  
Colin was his son.

4 Martha was Dickon’s sister.  
Martha was his sister.
Dickon was Martha’s brother.  
Dickon was her brother.

Page 58 – Exercise 3

1 B   2 B   3 C   4 C   5 C

Chapter Six
Page 59 – Exercise 1

1 NO – She was worried that she
would lose her job.

2 YES
3 NO – He thinks it must be a

wonderful place.
4 NO – He seemed to be pleased

with the thought that he was going
to die.

5 YES
6 YES

Page 65 – Exercise 1

1 He thought that one of the
gardeners was looking at him.

3
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Chapter Eight
Page 76 – Exercise 1

1 C   2 C   3 B   4 A   5 C

Page 82 – Exercise 1

1 He cried with happiness.
2 He tried to run away from his

sadness.
3 The sound of the water filled him

with peace, and suddenly he felt
healthy and happy.

4 Because he dreamt of his wife’s
garden.

5 The secret garden.
6 Laugh.

Page 82 – Exercise 2

1 It means ‘cowardly’.
2 She probably chose it on purpose

since he ran away from his
sadness for ten years and did not
have the courage to see his own
son.

Page 82 – Exercise 3A

1 He made her realise for the first
time that she was an unpleasant
little girl who talked like an old
lady. It was the first time that she
saw herself as others saw her.

2 Martha was bright and happy, and
treated Mary like a capable little
girl.

3 Martha’s mother sent her a
skipping rope which helped her to
become strong physically. Also, she

probably gave her two children,
Dickon and Martha, good advice
about Mary.

4 He knew how to make Mary trust
him, and he shared his world of
nature with her.

5 It made her grow healthier and
stronger.

6 It was her first friend and it
showed her where the secret
garden was.

7 Besides being a healthy place to
play, it gave Mary something
wonderful and special of her own
to share with other people.

Page 82 – Exercise 3B

1 Mary was the first person to treat
Colin like a healthy little boy and
to dare to fight with him when he
acted badly. She also, of course,
took him out of his sad little room
to the magical garden.

2 He brought him his animals, and
he gave Colin the lamb to feed.
Also, of course, Dickon became
Colin’s playmate in the secret
garden.

3 It was the ‘magic’ of the secret
garden which made Colin decide
that he was going to be healthy
and strong; his cousin Mary and
the famous doctor had not been
enough to convince him.

Page 83 – Exercises 4-5

Open answer.

6

K E Y T O T H E E X E R C I S E S

2 Because everyone said that he
would die.

3 They read books and talked.
4 He should come out to the garden

and look at the flowers and
animals.

5 He was angry because Mary had
not been to see him.

Page 65 – Exercise 2

1 He is spoilt because the servants
do everything he wants them to
do.

2 He becomes less spoilt and less
worried about dying. 

3 He was probably angry with Mary
because she said that she would
never talk to him again if Colin
sent Dickon away.

4 Open answer.

Page 65 – Exercise 3

1 Martha was very upset.
2 It rained for a week, so Mary could

not visit the garden.
3 The robin was building a nest.
4 Mary heard Colin laugh for the

first time.
5 Mary was woken up by the sound

of screaming and crying.
6 She ran into Colin’s room and

shouted at him.

Page 66 – Exercise 4

Mary: unpleasant, rude, plain, sad
Martha: friendly, happy, kind
Ben: old, grumpy, unpleasant
Colin: selfish, sad, rude
Mr Craven: handsome, sad, kind
Dickon: kind, happy, friendly

Page 67 – Exercise 5

A 1 boots   2 hat   3 gloves   4 scarf

B 1 head   2 hands   3 neck   4 feet

Chapter Seven
Page 68 – Exercise 1

1 a long   2 as straight as   3 house   
4 sorry   5 animals   6 trust

Page 68 – Exercise 2

1 Colin, Dickon and Mary.
2 They are outside walking in the

garden. Dickon is pushing Colin in
his wheelchair.

3 Open answer.
4 Open answer.

Page 73 – Exercise 1

1 D   2 D   3 C   4 C   5 D

Page 74 – Exercise 2

1 is going to study/is going to work
2 will bring
3 am going to cook
4 will break/won’t break
5 am going to see/will tell

Page 75 – Exercise 3

There is a rabbit:
1 on top of the hedge.
2 in front of the hedge.
3 behind/next to the sunflower.
4 under the table.
5 on the chair.
6 next to/behind the flower pot.

5
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The Rich and Poor 
in Victorian Times

Page 90 – Exercise 1

1 In a big house in the country.
2 Two sisters and one brother.
3 No. I have a governess.
4 He looks after the land around the

house.
5 She looks after the house and tells

the servants what to do.
6 The servants cook and clean.
7 By carriage.
8 No.
9 Yes, but sometimes I feel sad

because I have no one to play with.

Page 93 – Exercise 1

1 A small cottage.
2 No.
3 Six children live in the house.
4 He works on a farm.
5 No.
6 My mother does the cleaning and

cooking.
7 I walk everywhere.
8 No.
9 No.

Page 93 – Exercises 2-3

Open answers.

8

Page 84 – Exercise 6

7
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Page 86 – Exercise 7

• The princess is Mary. 
• The evil spirit is death and the
sadness that follows.
• The good fairy is Martha. 
• The tree fairy is the robin.
• The elf is Dickon. 
• The magic spell is the Yorkshire
spring.

• The ‘sweet, sleepy land’ is India. 
• The castle is Misselthwaite.
• The ‘lovely land of roses and fruit
trees’ is the secret garden.

Page 86 – Internet Project

Open answer.
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Focus on the context

1 1 Frances Hodgson Burnett.
2 Manchester, England in 1849.
3 The USA.
4 Little Lord Fauntleroy.
5 All of India.

Focus on the story

2 1 False. At the beginning of the
story, Mary Lennox’s family 
lived in India.   2 True.   
3 False. When Mary’s 
parents died, she went 
to live with her uncle in 
England.   4 False. Mr Craven
buried the key in the garden.   
5 True.   6 True.   7 False. He was
an unhappy and ill boy.   8 True.   
9 True.   10 False. He was proud
and started to laugh.

3 1 ill   2 thin   3 sad   4 beautiful   
5 hot   6 rude   7 dark   8 stronger
9 untidy   10 quickly   11 weak   
12 die   13 early   14 top  15 far
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Do you know the opposite of the words below? You can find them all in
The Secret Garden.

3

10

Focus on the context

Answer the following questions.

1 Who was the author of The Secret Garden?

2 Where and when was she born?

3 To which country did her family emigrate when she was sixteen years old?

4 What is the title of her most famous novel?

5 What did Britain have control of, at the time The Secret Garden was 
written?

Focus on the story

Say whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F). 
Then correct the false statements.

T F

1 At the beginning of the story, Mary Lennox’s family lived 

in Africa.

2 Mary was a rude, spoilt, young girl.

3 When Mary’s parents died, she went to live with her 

grandfather in England.

4 Mr Craven locked the garden and gave the key to his 

housekeeper, Mrs Medlock.

5 Mary found the key in the garden.

6 All the animals trusted Dickon.

7 When Mary first met Colin, he was a happy and healthy boy.

8 Colin was Mr Craven’s son.

9 Colin was very happy when Mary and Dickon took him to 

the secret garden.

10 When Mr Craven arrived home and found Colin in the secret 

garden, he was very angry and started to cry.

2

1

9
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1 healthy ..................................

2 fat ..................................

3 happy ..................................

4 ugly ..................................

5 cold ..................................

6 polite ..................................

7 light ..................................

8 weaker ..................................

9 tidy ..................................

10 slowly ..................................

11 strong ..................................

12 live ..................................

13 late ..................................

14 bottom ..................................

15 near ..................................

Complete the crossword.

ACROSS:
1 Ben Weatherstaff’s friend.

2 Mrs Medlock was Mr
Craven’s… .

3 Mr Craven’s back was… .

4 The secret garden was a…
garden.

5 The missing object.

6 Mary was a… girl.

DOWN:
1 The main character in the

story.

2 Mary opened this to enter the
secret garden.

3 Mr Craven was often... – in
other countries.

4 Dickon took two of these to
show Colin.

5 Mary and Dickon took Colin
into the garden in this.

6 Martha’s brother.
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